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Cult Deception
Examined

by Stephen Hyde

The following arvicle first appeared in the
Oct. 9 TOWERLIGHT of Towson (MD) State
University, to whorn we are grateful for per-
mission to reprint it here.

“And if anyone says to you, ‘Look,
here is the Christ!’ or prophets will arise
and show signs and wonders, to lead
astray, if possible, the elect.”

) — Mark 13:21-22
Quasi-religious cults use sophisticated
thought reform rechniques in recruitment;
techniques that weaken a person’s critical
and analytical capabilities. Hypnosis is
another recruitment tool in some cults, and
public misunderstanding of the nature of
hypnosis calls for a simple, concise defini-
tion: a state of highly increased suggesti-
bility, often involving a more or less obvious
trance state. Trance states can be induced by
concentration, chanting or by uninterrupted
interpersonal eye contact. Cults also use de-
ceit for recruitment and fundraising:
sometimes as misrepresentation, other times
as distortion of an intentionaliy altered Bib-
lical “quote.”
Money is the heart of any cult's power.
The financial empire of Sun Myung Moon,
for example, has an estimated worth of sev-

eral hundred million dollars, accumulated

from many sources. Street salas of flowers,
candy and literature have an outrageously
high profit margin. Deceit often does play a
part here, as members sell candy or flowers,
purportedly to raise money for the mentally
retarded, drug abuse programs, starving chil-
dren, or any other cause which will appeal to
gullible people.

These “white lies” as they are called by the

Moonies themselves, are part of the doctrinal

practice of “*heavenly deception.” Page 72 of
the Unification Church’'s 720-Day Training
Manual reads, in parz, “When green bills are
in the hands of fallen men, can they (the bills)
be happy? Why don’t you make them happy?

.. . They (the doflars) are all destined to go to -

Father. . . Christians think the Messiah must
be poor and miserabie. He did not come for
this. Messiah must be the richest.” Moon is
Father and Messiah to his cult followers.

The balance of revenue comes from com-
panies owned by Moon which, out of neces-
sity, have no obvious connection to him:
FIRMS MANUFACTURING MUNITIONS,
TITANIUM PRODUCTS, GINSENG TEA,
PHARMACEUTICALS, ETC. Service
companies like travel agencies, printing com-
panies, carpet cleaning services (contracts
have included FB! offices in Sacramento and
McClellan Air Force Base) and others. A bur-
geoning fishing industry that spreads along
the East Coast & Gulf from Massachusetts to
Alabama.

Moon’s church’s tax-exempt status, and
the fact that the church is not required to
make financial disclosure statements to any
governmental body in this country make for a
convenient financial management plan. It is a
shell game of moving money in either direc-
tion between the ‘‘non-profit” Unification
Church and Moon’s businesses. Money,
money, who's got the money? Try to pick up
the shell that the cash is underneath. The
| cultis quicker than the eve. . .

Earlier this year, one of Moon’s companies
{U.S. Foods Corp. of McLean, Va.) provided
the funds to start a chain of convenience
stores, similar to 7-11, but named Go ‘N Joy,
in the Seattle area. Moon intended to enter
the store-front church game. When the
Washington State Liquor Control Board re-

| ceived the Go 'N Joy liquor license applica-
i tion, the -board asked for background

information on Bo Hi Pak, the president of
U.S. Foods. Pak is Moon's chief aide and

translator. Rather -than provide the informa-

tion, Pak sold his controlling shares of the
store chain to a more legitimate business-
man, Henry Hurt of Towson, Md.

Hurt is a 72-year-old insurance man and a

self-professed “life member” of the Unifica-
tion Church. According to the Seatﬂef
. Herald, Hurt paid one dollar per share, giving

him administration of a 1-6 million dollar loan
for $80 (he bought 80 shares). Hurt is now
president and chairman of the board of Go ‘N
Joy. In a September 24 interview, he toid me
that he had no day-to-day control of the
stores; that management was shandled by
U.S. Foods. He went on to say, I bought
the stock from U.S. Foods, and if they
wanted me to sell it tomorrow, I'd sell it. So
in that respect, | was a front for them in this
business."”

So who really owns the Go 'N Joy Stores?
Simple: Moon, through Pak, through Hurt.
Any profit from the stores {which are pres-
ently floundering because of picketing by
anti-cult groups) will not go to the president
and chairman of the board, but to Father.

Cult members constantly complain about
negative coverage by the news media, yet in
one instance, the medium of commercial tel-
evision was taken advantage of by the
Church of Scientology, an international cult
founded by science fiction writer L. Ron
Hubbard.

Several weeks ago NBC presented pro-
gramming worth 5 million dollars of air time
around the theme of “Get High On Your-
self.” The project was the brainchild of pro-
ducer Robert Evans (doing probationary
penance for a cocaine conviction), and Cathy
Lee Crosby (Pepsodent-smile host of “That's
Incredible” and a Scientologist). The idea,
on the surface, was to keep kids off of drugs,
to get them high on themselves. Criticism of
that sentiment would be akin to slapping
babies in the face, but there was more
behind it all. Every celebrity/Scientologist)
{Crosby, John Travolta, Henry Winkler, et
al.) was on the tube that week, along with
other luminaries like Bob Hope and Paul
Newman, all telling America to get high on it-
self.

NBC and a cast of superstars were used to
create a positive association with the name
of the “Theme Week.” Crosby, the driving
creative force, is associated with Narconon,
an alleged anti-drug Scientology front group
which has been trying to get a federal grant
to take their campaign (and allegedly, Scien-
tology) into federal prisons for the benefit of
the inmates. Last week, when Scientology
headquarters in California was contacted
about a relative with an urgent drug problem,
the caller was put through to an extension
which was answered by a voice saying “‘Get
high on yourself.” That's incredible.

Surely this incident and the entire NBC
campaign bears further exploring. As they
say, you read it here first.

Here on the TSU campus, the Moonies,
like Lone Strangers, ride again. CARP (Col-
legiate Association for the Research of Prin-
ciples) is the college recruiting wing of the
Unification Church. They have been repeat-
edly denied recognition by the TSU Student
Government Association since 1976. This
semester, CARP Moonies have represented
themselves as members of ““an international
student group” in conducting “surveys on
current social issues’” with students at
random. The surveys were a screening pro-
cess, to determine the suitability of each stu-
dent for membership in the Unification
Church. Dominique Lavoie, head of the
CARP chapter at TSU, has visited every
student religious organization recognized by
the SGA in an attempt to set up speeches to
their members and/or “religious dialogues.”

Like the rest of us, the members of CARP
once had freedom of thought, but no longer;
no matter how much they insist that they are
not controlled absolutely by Moon. They
believe that they can save the world by bring-
ing each and every one of us into their move-
ment. Every CARP member and every other
Moonie has a nice wide smile, but then so
does a bear trap when it's set correctly.
Caveat emptor (let the buyer beware).
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Scientology-Narconon
Link Protested

The Toronto Globe and Mail of Oct. 13
reports that Alderman Susan Fish will
demand her name be removed from the list
of advisors to Narconon, a drug rehabilitation
agency, because the organization was not
candid with her about its link to the Church
of Scientology, -the controversial cultic
organization.

Fish had been assured by a Narconon rep-
resentative that the agency was not con-
nected to any church or creed when she
questioned references to the fact that
Narconon used the techniques of L. Ron
Hubbard, founder of Scientology, and that
Hubbard had an interest in religions.

The Globe and Mail reports that “When
Narconon started in Toronto its connection
with Scientology was concealed and then
played down when inquiries were made to
staff members, all Scientologists.” “But,”
the story goes on, “documents from the
cult’s files in Canada and the United States
show otherwise. . .Narconon was on a cuit
list of groups it had set up as apparently
independent corporations, but which were
used to further the work of Scientology
through publac relations, recruiting or propa-
ganda. .

—_
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“Narconon is the ONLY successful drug reba. .
sbilitation program on the planet.” :

L Ron Hubbard,

- Founder of Church of Scientology

“WNarconon was definitely a con. It was
bulish-t. Those guys were forcing guys into
Scientology.” .

e Narconon graduate
" &t. Cloud Prison, Minnesota

$ WITH MOTHER NATURE AND THE
LRSS, it's not nice to fool around
with Narconon. Mike Rezendez of

Boston's Community News leamed

that in 1978, as 2 cool-headed reporter witha
hot tip. He'd heard of a novel drug rehabilita-.
tion clinic called Narconon, which boasted 2

miraculous 85 percent cure rate for heroin |

addicts. ,

But Rezendez also heard that Narconon was
hiding links to Scientology. a religious cult
whose devotees include John Travolta and
pianist Chick Corea. Intrigued, Rezendez
scheduled a mecting with Narconon publicity
officer Dan Barher. -

There, according to Rezendez, the Nar-
conon official warned the newsman he was “a
small fish in a big sca with a lot of f-cking
sharks” and that he was dealing with “an inter-

GY'S MINNESOT

planctary organization.” Barber allegedly

promiscd to come after Rezendez with “hob-
nailed boots,” and said " will kick your ass up
into your throat if 1 ever caich you f-cking
around with Narconon.”

“Now, a sumprise raid on Narconon-

- Minnesota's $30,000 drug program in the St.
" Goud Reformatory has ignited shockwaves

reaching from Narconon's California head-
quarters to their operations in Minneapolis,

and from the Hollywood studios of NBC-TV

10. incredibly, the office of U.S. Senator Rudy
Boschwitz of Minnesota — who unwittingly
provided Scientology with seed money for
Narconon. .

" Confidential Scientology memos, released
to TCR by former church members, suggest
that for three years Narconon has deceived
major. Twin Cities foundations like General
Mills and the McKnight Foundation, a8 well as
the Minnesota Dept. of Corrections and

- dozens of Minneapolis businesses, into fund.

ing a covert recruiting arm for the Church of
Scientology.
 Narconon was founded in 1966 by ex-
heroin addict William Benitez. Since then,
Narconon surficed in prisons from Vacaville
in California to Meynard Prison in Missouri.
Narconon-Minnesota describes its program
as a “purdication rundown™ process which
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involves vitamins, exercise and saunas to
“sweat out impuritics in the cells” But
members readily admit Narconon's bedrock is
the philosophy of L Ron Hubbard, a former
science-Action writer who confessed: “Wirit-
ing for a penny 2 word s ridiculous. If 2 man
wanted to make a million dollars, the best way
wauld be to start a religion.” )

Narconon official Lotte Seidler insists that
Narconon, while adapting Hubbard's ideas, is
completely separate from the Churen.

Minnesota has been kind to Narconon. It
profits from two locations —2 1427 Washing-
ton Ave., Mpls street clinic and 2 unit in the St.

Qloud Reformatory for Men. From 1978-80,

Narconon-St. Cloud received 36,200 of Min-

. pesotastate funds and over $55,500in federal

funding to support their drug rehabilitation

© and communication courses.

But Narconon's appealing menu is not
entirely kosher. _

Narconon claims to get referrals from local
hospitals. Yet, curiously, Narconon seem 10 he
an utter mystery to every major drug clinic in
the Twin Clities.

Dr. George Mann, director of St Mary's Hos-
pital Chemical Dependency Unit in Minnea-
polis, has never heard of Narconon. Nor ha's
Harry Swift. administrator of Hazldon's
Chemical Dependency section. Nor have the
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drug abuse units at S Joseph's Hospital, &.
John's, Abbott-Northwestern, Golden Valley
Health Center or the Metropolitan Medical
Clinic had contact with Narconon.

The mysiery decpened when TCR con.
tacted the Minnesota Chemical Dependency
Assoctation, which lists the state’s 800 ceni-
fied chemical dependency practitdoners, Cer-
tification is bhased on 1,000 hours of
experience and completion of a centified
chemical dependency program. According to
the Assn.. virtually none of Narconon.St.
Cloud's “counsclors” nor the officials at
Narconon-Minneapolis are certified.

William Gonnsen, vice-president of Nar-
conon, once the exccutive director of
Narconon-$t. Cloud and a former sheet-metal
wurker, is not listed.

Jon Relsdorf, once the Narconon teacher at
st. Cloud and a former dry-cleaning manager,
is not listed.

Rick Johnson of Mianeapolis, a Narconon
senjor supervisor and a former drafisman, is
not listed. :

And what of the Narconon organization

itsclfr The Chemical Dependency Program.
ming Office of Minnesota licenses 76 out-
patient clinics in Minnesota. Narconon is not
among them. : g

In addition, the Minnesota. Dept. of Welfare
licenses 47 local out-patient chemical depen.
dency programs. Surprise — Narconon Isn't
lissced there elther. Unless  Narconon.
Minnesota claims one of several exemptions

(such astreating fewer than fhve addictsatone

time), Sate Licensing Consultant Michaet
Clawson believes “they would have to get 2
license.” Clawson remembers  Narconon-
Minnesota officlals visiting his division In
1980. They didn't bother to apply, perhaps
because licensing would require submission
of detailed program descriptions.

“Either they're totally ignorant of custom
and law," says Clawson of Narconon, “or
they're trying to pull something.”

if Narconon Is not a licensed clinic, and its
“counselors” remain unaceredited with the
Chemical Dependency Assn., just who s
Narconon?,, : .

" One thing Is certain — the Church of Scien-
tology has more control of the Minnesota drug
. program than they wish to publicly admit,

Narconon-Minnesota's incorporation pap-
ers list their first corporate address as the
Grand Ave., Mpls apariment of Narconon offi-
cial Rick Johnson. According to a 1973 issue
of the Scientology magazine, The Auditor,
Johnson is a "Clear” (Church parlance for 2
Scientologist who has been “freed of his
chronic mental and physical difficulties.”)

Johnson's partner on the Narconon board
was Lottie Scidler of Minneapolis, a former
UPL reporter and admitted Scientologist.

Both Narconon-Minnesota vice-president

William Gonnsen and Narconon-S. Cloud

teacher Jon Reisdorf are listed in the june
And both Narconon treasurer Ken Tumncerand
his wife, Narconon president Michele Scalzo.
are dedicated Scienologists.

The reason for Narconon's hiding its Scien.
tology links is explained in an astonishing ser-
les of internal Sclentology memos released by
Lorna Levert, for six years the director of a
Canadian Scicntology misston. A Nov. 23,

1971 letter from Narconon Diregtor Mark
Jones talks of "geting Narconon programs in
prisons and working to get them in the armed
forces A little fater we will start Narconon
drug rehab centers in the local communities
and route the people on Org or Center lines
when we get them off drugs.” Org means
Scientology organization, and center s 2
Scientology mission. .

Jones urges Scientologists to “emphasize
that Narconon is nof Scientology. . .

Levett also received a letter from Narconon
supenvisor Artie Maren, which claimed: "We
are expanding the Scientology drug rehabilita.
tion programs, pamarily through Narconon. ,
.The local rehabititation centers will bring
drug users off drugs and on to the focal Mis.
sion or Church lines for further training and
spiritual counseling.” The Church says the Jet-
ter is 2 forgery. Levett says, ina swomn affidavit,
it Is authentic.

Scientology founder L Ron Hubbard him-
self, In a August 29, 1972 letter, candidly
explains that the Scientology “Guardian's
Office has been running the Narconon pro-
gram all over the world.” According to Scien-
tology files seized by the F.B.L in 1977, 1t was

* the Guardian's Office ~— Hubbard's “dirty

tricks” branch —. which toordinated a
national harassment campaign against critics
of the church. That campaign, which included
burplaries, forging of bomb threats, and eaves-

dropping on U.S. government offices, led to
the conviction in 1978 of nine top Scientology
officials. ' &

The best example of Sclentology's use ¢
Narconon s 2 propaganda tool s a memo sent
by Narcunon official Nancy Batchelder. Titled
“Narconon: A Vanguard for Scientology,” the
memo urges: "O.K mock up a map of the US
(or ook at one ) and then one by one mock up
a little Narconon symbaol appearing in the cen-
ter of each state representing full state, sup-
pont of Narconon. Did you do that? choat
How does that feel, to totally handle the drug
problem in the US”

~“Narconon  has no  competitors,”  Bat.
chelder says. “In Narconon, we're sont of fike
ploncers and scouts clearing the way for
Scientology tech in the wildest, darkest wil-
derness, prisons, criminals, drug addicts. . . the
ruins of soclety. The success of this progiim
will mean 3 tremendous amount for the capid
expansion of Scicntology tech in the world.”

In Minnesota, Narconon's ohsession with
sclentology's “rapid expansion™ in the St
Cloud prison, rather than drug rehabititation,
quickly bubbled to the surface.

in an Oct. 22, 1979 report, . Cloud official
_CHAY Posthumaus noted "2 serious incident this
quarter regarding Narconon suff getting Into
side coversations about Scientology.” Int
prison memos indicate a Narconon student
was removed from the program when “he
became steadily more depressed and con-
fused” over Sclentology teachings. A case-
worker wrote that the inmate "was not
deriving any benefit from the program and in
fact I believe he was regressing inhisabiliey to
think clearly and in his scif-image.”

Dr. Patrick Stokes, 2 St. Paul psychiatrist,
confirmed in 2 memo Narconon's “excessive
harassment which has heen verified by his
caseworker In the Nareonon program, regard-

7

-Campus Travel in Minneapolis seethes, “No’

ing refigious matters and push towards cult-
like Scientology customs.” Nor was this an
isofated case —amemao to St. Coud's superin-
tendent says that the chaplain discovered
“Narconon students in his bible study class
have mentioned similar complaints regarding
discussions about reincarnation and
Scientology.” .

Martin Carr [his name has been changed
here] is 2 S. Cloud inmate who gradu-
ated from all seven Narconon courses. “Nar-
conon is definitely a con,” says Casr. “ft's 2
bunch of bullsh.t, No way it would keep
inmates off drugs, They were hiding from the
staff and the institution that they were having
people read Scientology books.™

Carr says Narconon members obscured the
word ‘Scientology” In prison texts with white.
out fluld, and then nyped the word 'Narconon’
over it,

While Narconon's Lottle Scidler says the
group actually “discourages Inmates from
joining Scientology,” €arr insists they “tell

inmates they've got programs when you get
out. And they’'d mention Scientology freely.” .

“If 1 yelled that those guys were lorcing
people into Scientology, an investigation
would have gotten started,” says Carr. But for
many inmates, Narconon was part of 2 Mutual
Agreement Programming contract with the
prison. Leaving Narconon on bad terms could
add months to thelr sentence. )

Finally In mid-August, St. Cloud officials

"raided the Narconon office and found, say

pnson sources, “more than they wanted to
know about Scientology lirerature.” An inves.
tigation began on Aug. 28, 1981, and by Aug.
31 at 1:30 p.m,, 2 prison mecting was held to
dcal with Narconon's links to Sclentology. $t.
Cloud officials had had enough. Two weeks
ago, Narconon-Minnesota’s contract with the
Minnesuta Dept. of Corrections was termi-
nated and the program kicked out of the pri-
son on 30-days notice. .

Narconon’s defeat in St. Cloud will come as
a shock to over 42 Minncapolis/St. Paul busi.
nesses who donated funds for the program,
Did the Narconon fundraiscrs mention their
tles to Scientology? “if they had.” savs the
manager of Deakyne Hardware, “1 wouldn't
have agreed to contribute.”

The owner of Ideal Sandwich shop says,
"There was no mention of Sdenology. | had
the impression that Narconon was similar to
Alcoholics Anonymous.” And the manager of
mention was made of Scientology. ley, I'm
apainst things like the Moonics and mind-
control. | didn't know Narconon had any-
thing to do with religion.” '

But Campus Travel was small fish compared
to the General Mills Foundation, which
awardeéd Narconon a $1,500 grant for St
Cloud The Foundation was never told abowt
Scientology. Nor was the Curt Carlson Foun-
dadon (3200) or the American lutheran
Church Women ($2,500).

But Narconon's biggest score was the ply-
wood tycoon who contributed their seed
moncy. That donor was US. Sen. Rudy
Boschwitz of Minnesota.

Boschwitz’s Senate office confirms  he
donated $200 for Narconon in 1976, with an
additional $930 over the next two years, Nar.
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